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obscure man, who was better known as a writer than as
a politician. But this stout little fellow—" Miguelito "
they call him—whose greatest distinction hitherto had
been because of writings and his excellent translation of
George Sorrow's Bible in Spain, soon showed that he was
a man of inflexible character and considerable political
wisdom. At heart he is (and always has been) a Democratic
Republican, and by no means a Left Wing extremist. Indeed,
he dislikes both Communism and Socialism. The first signs
of revolt against the Democratic Republic appeared in
September 1932, when a part of the Army, led by members
of the old aristocracy and their sympathizers, came out in
open rebellion. This movement was quickly suppressed.
Meanwhile, the Church had found in Gil Robles a staunch
supporter who came forward with an essentially Fascist
programme. So strong was the feeling against the Monarchy
that Robles did not dare to include a restoration amongst
his proposals. One of his first announcements was to the
effect that the Roman Catholic Church would not obey
that part of the Constitution which threatened to reduce it
to the position of a non-political and non-property owning
body. At all costs the material side of die Church must
be preserved. The spiritual mission—well, it must take care
of itself!
It was decided to hold a general election in 1933. By
this time industrialists, landowners, Church, monarchists,
and all those of the frightened middle-classes who feared
the " Bolshevism " of die democratic Republic, banded
themselves together in a political party for the purpose of
voting against every candidate who might show the slightest
democratic tendencies. During the election campaign
this extreme Right organization (C.E.D.A.) spent millions
of pesetas on behalf of the traditionalists whose power and
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